| AUSTIN @0
GamALD C. MANN . '
L ATvonnEyY Sxneant oy C
7Y
Honorabdble B. ¥. McKee ¢
County Auditor
Edinburg, Texes
Dear Sir: Opinion No.
Re: Whet leagsé " ocontract must be

be stamped under Article 7Q47e p 's Civil Statutes, in
order tO be Trecorded. Ais ‘ gtang your letter, the cone
tract 1s merely an ordindxy oOn . rental of a plece of
land for & period of years, sebiing 4dp the periodic rental

payments to be made r the e of /the property, and in which
no lien of any net

The ax upon "all notes &and
obligatlions sgtur age, deed of trust, me-
chanic's lien \gonkract, vendor's lien, conditional sales ocon-
trect and all a)aimilar nature which are filed
or reoords e County Clerk,” with certain
sXCODL i irquiry.

anong (those sx ot to the tax, if they arc to be taxed it
muxt plause levying the tax upon "all instruments

no agreehent creating s lien or some character of seourity

for the renhtal payments, are not similar to any of the instru-
ments speoificelly nemed in the ict, in ouwr opinion. 1In

this connegtion you will note that ths statute does not levy
the t ax upon instruments whioch merely desoribe an obligation
but the tax is due only if the tendered Inatrument gecures
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Honorable B. ¥. licKes, rage 3

the obligstion. The lsase cortraot described by you nzed not
be stamped 1if our understanding of its contents as above set
out is correct.

i"e have considersd the poseible effact of Articles
8222 and 5238, Verncn's Civlil _tatutes, giving landlord's
liens, If there 1s such & lisn in the > resent case, it i3 by
virtue of statute. The lesse agreexent evidences ths obliga-
tion, The statute provides security for asuch obli-ation.
The fect that & landlord?’s lien zay exist to secure the pay-
ment of the Tental obdligation does not, in our opinion, reguire
e stamping of the coutracs.

Yours very truly

ATTCEREY QENBRAL CF TEKAS
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Glenn R. Lewis
Asaistant
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